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Tac right of ſelf-preſerva 


"EY + 18 : Fs 


tion 5 Be in chan, 
independent of poſitive inſtitutions, and inalienable. 


This right comprehends n not only the right of preſerv- ö 


ing life, but alſo of preſerving every. thing, which rea- 
ſon preſcribes as. heceflary to the true enjoyment of | 
life, In nder words, the right of ſeli-preſervation, 
when applied to a moral. agent, is a right to the free 


1 exerciſe of every power natural and moral eſſential o 


the happineſs of fach a being. Civil ſociety k 4 vo- 
luntary union of men formed for the. fole x : of 
ſecuring more effectually the enjoyment of this right, 


an aſſociation, to which they are led by ſympathy and 


by reaſon, as the beſt means of accompliſhing a lawful 
end. Every abſtract right involves the right of prati- 


cal artainment. That is, if any end is lawfol, every 
means of attaining the end, which does not interfere 


with a more general end,. is allo. lawful. 'Th e general s 


| end of the actions of every creature is the happineſs | 


hte to its nature. The happineſs of man conſiſts 
” a | in 


0 FOG 


Chana, nt, Src 3 


— 
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fectual means 
A right to happineſs without a right to the beſt means 


K me” 4. OY m— 3 r „ A @ * — 
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in virtue, or in « right ae confolt Morality muſt 


always be conſiſtent with itſelf, Hence an end, how- 


ever good, can never juſtiſy immoral means of attain- 


ment. But with this ſingle limitation, a right to any 


object eſſegtialy, pligs a right. to purſue the moſt ef- 
„ac quiring, Nad ſecuriiig, that object. 


of practical enjoyment is a maniſeſt contradiction, 
which, to uſe the words of Junius, cannot be conceived 
without a confulion of ideas, nor — without a 
ſoleciſm in language. 


| God has created man a moral agent, he has there 


N fore created him with Freedom of will, and man can no 
| more renbunce bis freedom 'of Witt than he can te- 


nounce bis navhre. Man cannot become a ſlave with- 
out a crime,” = without yo rn the deſighs of Pro. 

vidence, by changing the moral agent into the brute. 
Hence Ho "Eivil ioſticttion can be ri ghrf formed, 
5 5 is not conformable o this freedom of will. 

0 may confer rights and create duties in matters 
of indif Rs Bur no comp at e can abtogate moral 
relations, of add additional bone to moral obligations. 


| The moral relation and the moral obligation are ante- 
cedent to, and independent of, all politive inſtitutions. 
It i 18 therefore nonſenſe to fay that a people has a right 


to Eber by co pitt, and thar, 1 the ſovereign 
er violates Ss comp act, the } cople is abſolved 


| Ha ale 2 . fas; a rig ght to liberty, becauſe 
bi man — d has wii med fim = mördlagert, 
Wich e powers 1275 affeGj ons, leading to a certain 
end, "ts the proper exerciſe and mel of which 
| liberty 


157195 5 1 


* 9 4 


* 


berry of thought and of action is eſſential, a libeney, 
which human contrivance can neither ove” nor take 
away. F409 | 


7, * * » 


Boes civil government then confer no rights; impoſe 
no duties? In matters morally indifferent, many. In 
matters morally good or bad, not one. With reſpect 
to theſe latter then, is civil government of no uſe ? Of 


the greateſt uſe. It is a contrivance for giving effect 


to natural rights. And the only rational meaning of a 
eompact between the people and the ſovereign power 
in any civil ſociety, is, that the people has inſtituted cer- 
tain auxiliary means of purſuing the end of human ac- 
tion, which, at the time, ſeemed beſt calculated for the 


| purpoſe. And, therefore, tho' the ſovereign power ſhould 


undeviatingly perform its part of the means thus de- 
viſed, that is, ſhould honeſtiy perform its part of the 
compact, whenever reaſon and experience demonſtrate 
bat the means already deviſed; or in other words, the 
form of government, are inſufficient to the end pro- 
poſed, and better means preſent themſelves, the peo- 
ple poſſeſſes the very ſame right of eftabliſhing other 
means or of forming a new government, which it origi- 
nally poſſeſſed of eſtabliſhing any—a right eſſentially 
flowing from the laws of nature, and altogether inde- 


. - pendent of the conduct of the ſovereiga power. 


Is there then no difference between the caſes, where 
the ſovereign power violates the compact, and where 
it acts conformably to it, but the compact is found inſuf- 
ficient to the purpoſe of its inſtitucion? A vaſt diffe- 
rence with reſpect to thoſe exerciſing the ſovercign 
power—no difference with * to the Pee 
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Where the terms of the truſt repoſed i in the ſovereign 
power are found inadequate to the end, or, in other 
words, where the conſtitution of the government is 
bad, bur there has been no delinqueney in the truſtees, 
the people has a right to change the terms of 
the truſt, but not to puniſh the aruſtoes, Where 
the truſt has been merely violated, the people 
has a right to depoſe-and to puniſh. Where borh cir- 
eumſtances exiſt together, the people has a right to new 
model the conſtitution of the truſt, and to depoſe and 
puniſh the men, who dared to violate the Principles 
even x of a bad one. 

From theſe 1 and important truths, it ſeems 
inconteſtibly to follow, that Liberty, with every means, 
neceſſary to its attainment and ſecurity, is the birth 
right of man, eſſential to his nature, independent of, 
and inalienable by his contract. Liberty is the power 
of purſuing happineſs agreeably to our nature — of do- 
ing good to ourſelves without doing injury to others 
—of exerciſing our faculties natural and moral, as 
moral accountable bemgs. The enjoyment of. this 
liberty can be the only legitimate object of civil go- 
- verament. The right to Liberty is included in the 
night of ſclf- preſervation. The right of ſclf-preſer- 

vation in a rational, moral being. is not the right of 
mere animal exiſtence alone, it is a right to the un- 
controuled exertion of every attribute, which, in ſuch 
a bring, can render exiſtence the bleſſing, which Pro- 
vidence intended io the uncontrouled exertion of 
every power of the underſtanding, and every impulſe 
of the heart, which is not een by reaſon, con- 
(cience, and religion—to the unconrrouled exertion of 


every 


: 


7 


| every faculty, which can exalt the man 1 above the brute; 


the freeman above the ſlave, 


Men enter into ſotiety, and conſtitute civil govern- 


ments for the more effectually ſecuring the enjoyment | 
of this right, and muſt of courſe, carry with them into 


ſociety a right to the uſe of every means eſſential to 
that enjoyment. Government cannot be rightfully in- 
ſtitured but for the ſecurity of man; man in his beſt 
ſtate, not mere animal man, but man rational and 
moral. Man cannot become a ſlave without a violation 


of the laws of his being —he has a right to liberty as 


 inalienable as the faculties of his mind, as his reaſons 
and his confeience—a right of which power may phy= 


ſically prevent the exerciſe, but which it never can 
morally Geftroy. 9 „ 5 


* 


Hence all civil Zorerumdent Which is Sixties not 


in mere. phyſical force, but'in moral right, muſt re- 


cogniſe in the governed a right to every means necef- 
fary to'their preſervation, as beings formed for moral 


exertion, and moral happineſs— to the preſcrvation in 


a word, of Liberty,” What are theſe” means? T hey 


are many and various. One there is ſuper eminent, 
which guarantees, and can alone guarantee the enjoy- 
ment of every other, and which is morally as immu- 
table, and jnalienable, as the right of ſelf- preſervation 
itſelf. What is this? The right of poſſeffing the beſt 
pbyſ ical means of uſing phyſical force, if neceſſary, for 
the preſervation not only of life, but of whatever can 


Ale life defirable to a free agent capable of moral 
happineſs, To uſe a more reſtrifted deſcription intel- 


1 | ligible 


2 


« L bet BT Sd 2 


ſelf-defence; and abſurd alſa'to admit the right of uſin® 
- theſe means without admitting the right of actually 


8 5 


higibte by i — RIGHT or | HAVING ARMS 


has formed man with good and with. bad. be 
but at the ſame time, with reaſon and conſcience, which 
demonſtrate that the good are to be cheriſhed, and 
the bad controuled. Hut if ſome men contravene 
reaſon and conſcience, hat follows? If by their con- 
duct they injure their fellow men, are their fellow men 
unreſiſtingly to become their prey? Are they, who 
endeavour to purſue a happineſs agreeable to their na- 
ture, tamely to ſuffer that happineſs to be deſtroyed 
by thoſe, who act contrary to nature? Aſſuredly not. l 


What follows? That men have a right to repel injury, 


if neceſſary, by force. What is the force of man? 

He is not formed, wi the native ſtrength, With the 

native arms, with the muſele, the teeth and. the claws 

of the lion. But he is formed with an inventive mind. 

which ſubjects inanimate nature to his controul, and 

ſupplies him ich modes of defence more formidable 

and effectual than the native arms of the brute creati | 
Is he not then to uſe the means f defence, with v which \F 
nature has ſupplied him? Beyond all queſtion. When "AR i 
every other means of defence has been tried, and tried 

in vain, he has a right by the ſword. to re ſiſt 15 

would rob him of life, or of the free exerciſe of thoſe 


Powers of Wen ver 1 which alone can gender ſi life 
n 21 the „ ts 


E 


BY 7: 309 0 n 
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As the cight of ell defence . is 1 as it is 


abſurd to admit che right of ſelf-defence without, ad- 


mitting the right, of ußing the moſt effectual means of 


hs | Et poſſelling 


1 - 
3 8 * 


in eery cih city rhahrfut# conſtirired, the peogh 
modick a&nally poſſeſs the beſt means — 


pen! force, if neceſſary to ſelf-defence againſt op- 
preffion' and injuſtice; for the proper uſe of which 
means the people is undoubtedly accountable ar- 
countable to no ane but to hexven alone. 


Lan aid Rt ade 131-40 N 241 


Vatortunately deed fo —— right kg 
been farely recogniſed in theory; and more rarely ſtill 
eftablified" in practice for unſdrtunately the great 
maſt of mankind has in every age of the world been 
enſla bed L brbtaliſed in intellect, debaſed in ſentiments | 
and abject in ſpirit==the/ tame unreſiſting prey of all 
* and al the furious paſtors which take up hei 

| A en een n - im 

ice, bu 21 N Atte en = Un II 

br in tile land Abend . Here 
his righr, ſo elſentially flowing from-the'right- of ſekl- 
preſervition/is theoretically atknowygdetd;: a 


"_ * 
tically, "Mugh too partially, enjoyed Sir William s. 


Rlackſtone; in his celebrated Comimentaries- on our 
- Cdn 4 Liab -aftef Enumeratirig ai 


ing various natur! and immpreſoriprible rights of het ”. 


ſubject, conclodes by fayingy*< Thattorpreſerve theſe 
ee rights from viblation, it is neveſſery-tharche-conPics E. 
«/rution of Pydliaments be ſupportedi in its full vigw 
e and mit) certainly known be Ste tome royal pi 
« rogitive. And laſtly, to vindicate theſe 8 
e when actually violated or attacked, rhe ſubjects of 
e England are: entitled; in the fire plaee; te the re- 
«gular adminiſtration and free courſe of juſtice in the 
B „ cqurts 


* 


K 2? ? 
* 


* 


10 
« cours of aw nent, to che right of petitioning the. 
e King and Parliament for redreſs of grievances ;. and 
«laſtly, to THE RIGHT' OF HAVING AND USING ARMS; 
64 /FOR;SEL F*PRESERYATION, AND DEFENCE,” Black- 
ſtone cannot be ſuſpected of entertaining and broach- 
ing wild and romantic ideas on liberty and civil go- 
vernment, or of ignorance. of the ſpirit and practice 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, He may with much 
greater reaſon be accuſed of maintaining opinions too 
favourable to prerogative, and Contrary to the naturah: 
and eternal rights of man. But Blackſtone, without 
forfeiting every pretention to honeſty, could not deny, 
indeed could not avoid recogniſing, in a treatiſe- writ- 
ten profeſſedly on the Jaws and Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, the right in the ſubject, of bath boving and wing 
arms for ſelf-· preſervation. It is ap inherent. right of .- 
nature, which no human laws can abrogate, and which 
our Jaws expreſsly recogniſe, Ie is a right foſtered by 
the genius, and ſanctioned by the practice of our Con- 
ſtitutich. In this. country ye have the authority of. 
fact, an authority greater than that of Blackone, on 
the ſubject. In this country we have ſeen armed citi- 
zens,, armed for ſelf-defence, armed for the defence of, - 
their native land, and its rights, of life and poſſeflions 
dtearer than life Liberty and Independence. As arm 
ed citizens we have ſeen them hailed by che Parlia- 
an authority greater than Blackſtone. And in 
e days, even now, we ſec armed citizens ſummoned 


by the ſame Parliament to the actual exerciſe of this 
right. The FrouaxRx of Ireland are armed citizens, 


mme of e 


— 


| = deed Gm theft of nature, and Þ ſei 
© ies.operation, © 


For what purpoſe Mite AY been armed ? For fas. 
p n- the preſervation of every ting, 
which can be dear to man the preſervation of this 
country from foreign domination - the preſervation of 
felf-government, without which we become machines, 
the paſſive puppets of villainy and of caprice. What 
man among them feels that in arming for ſuch pur- 
poſes he has rehinquithed a ſingle privilege of a free- 
man? What man among them does not feel that, in 
arming for ſuch purpoſes, he was only ſummoned o 
the exerciſe of a right, without which every other | 


muſt be illuſory and vain ? What man among them ; 


does not feel that he ſtill poſſeſſes the fame right, td 
think, to ſpeak, and to act, which he poſſeſſed before; 
and that fo far from relinquiſhing any other right, he 
bas not rather, with bis preſent. character, affumed, ik 
not new rights, at leaſt additional obligations and mo- 
| fives to the manly exerciſe of tis formeerights ? tas 
: Fe 
Let us apply theſe obſerations——Every fubjet of 
che ſtate, who has not, by fome voluntary att, for- 


feited his claim to the privileges of a eltizen; has an 


undoubted right to diſcuſs, and to pafs an opinion ori 
every meaſure, which may affect theſe Privileges. 
This is a right eſſential to every freeman, and recog- 
niſed in the ſubjects of this ſtate by the theory and 
practiſe of the Conſtitution. By the ſame Conffiri- 
| tion is acknowledged the right in the people of hav- 
ing 0 uſing arms for fel-preſervation, tit is, 4 had 
B 2 been 
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life, but of the means nk Prout ain and ſecurigg ha” 


| happineſs of life. Both theſe rights are recogniſed by 


the Conſtitution, as eſſentially ap ng to the, peo- 
ple as, freemen. | And Why? Becauſe the Conſtitu- 
tion has conſidezed both theſe rights.as eſſential means 
nen. ſame end-»the preſervation of the 

as an aggregate of moral agents united for the. | 
purpoſe of more effectualy ſecuring life and free 
agency. Thereſore to maintain that an armed citizen 
has no. right ta declare bis ſentiments on political queſ- 
tions, is in effect to maintain that the exerciſe of one 
eſſential right, neceſſarily deſtroys. another eſſential 


right, No pealan demanſtrares,. and the Conſtiu- 


tion ol this country admits its deciſion, that both theſe | 


rights axe . eſſential. ta the freeman-that i is, that they 


are rights: withopt which man cannot be free—but-rhe. 
it  of- properties #9. any ſubje@ neceſſarily. 1 im · 


plies their gompatibjlity. and: co-exiſtence. in that ſub= 


ject it muſt therefore u 


r follow,. either that 


. the Veoman poſſeſſes both. de = theres 


not ade eee chooſe. 
. 1 8 


ment, it may probably. be aſked, what! would you. 
| then maintain the monſtrous poſition that every armed 


ſubject of. the ſtate, that the ſaldiers of our 


army, for inſtance, have a right to. diſcuſs and to pub- 


lm opinions on political. ſubjects? Moſt certsinhy not. 


In, this country indeed ſuch a practice has no long 


time fince. not merely been tolerated. Acre 
e but it 9 4 e which gur, wiſe 


Conſtitution 


13 ; 
Conftirution.abbous, and I never * paper 
by an example drawn from the conduct of men, to 


whom this, country owes . its misfortunes 9a all its 
crimes. 55 mr | (24 00 „ 
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"The Raading army hm evil po RI bythe 
- politic than a part of it. The mere ſoldier is 
dot a citizens, The citizen, and the mere: ſoldier are as 
gdiſtinct as free agency and neceſſity, as liberty and 
ſlavery, The citizen is ane, ho has entered into ſo- 
ciety the better to attain the dignity of his nature. 
The mere ſoldier is one, who has ſurrendered himielf; 
ag fax as man can ſurrender himſelf, body and ſoul, co 
. the abſolute diſpoſal of another, He; is almoſt as my” | 
five, as the ſword, with. which he fights... He is the 
wretched inſtrument of that, bloody ambition, which 
defolates the earth. He is bought. and old like tho (x 
beaſt of the field. As a blood-hound he is let looſe: | 
upon the peaccable and induſtrious. inhabirams of pf 
plains, to ravage and deſtroy. What are the ſtanding | 


= 


armies of the fajreſt. and mot civiliſed portion of the n 
Religion, of ſcience. and the arts? What are they, burt 
dreadful diſcalcs in che hody politic, growing out of the 2 
ignorance and untoward circumſtanees, of paſt times, | 
which princes Knew too well how. to convert to the b 


aggrandiſement of their power, and the: gratification of 3 
their luſts ?. What are they, but enormous and expen- 
live machines of deſtruction, moved and directed by H 
all the malignant.and all the, petty pafſions of the hu 
man heart, by the ꝓtide, the revenge, the ambition | F 
of kings and of miniſters,; by the. 3 s andi in · 6 
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trigues of panders and of whores ? What are they, bur 
_ deſtroying hurricanes, which ſweep away at once the 
fruits and the cultivators of the ſail, the products and 
the means of induftry, the monuments of literature 


and the arts, the N of 1 2 in the TT pag 1 an 
hour! . | 


5 rom foch monſtrous wen the ne 
nat of civil government but of tyranny, not of wiſdom 
and virtue, but of folly and of vice, no argument in 
the preſent caſe can poſſibly be drawn. There is not 
the lighteſt analogy hetween the armed citizen and che 
ſoldier. The one is armed by right, the other by 
 wrong—the one to ſave; the other to deſtroy - the one 
as a free, the other as a neceſſary agent —in the one 
. is a Ur aſp; e wg 
crime. 4 2. a 


Does 8 citizen, Sock ths TOO ret * 
he is the paſſive inſtrument of folly and of guilt ? Does 
he feel that in arming to maintain the Conſtitution, the 
' Liberty, and the Independence of his Country, he 
has parted with! an iota of his privileges as a man and 
a citizen? Does he feel that in the fruition of one eſſen- 
tial right, is necefſarily merged the fruition of another 
Does he feel that in bracing on the buckler of Liberty, 
his thoughts have been manacled, and his mouth 
gagged that at the very moment, when his heart 
beats higheſt, it ſhould find no utterance - that the 
tongue ſhould refuſe its office, when in its office it 
would be moſt honoured that the feelings of the free- 
man 9 periſh. i in the. ſilence of the ſlave that the 


ſympathies 


16 | \ 
ſympathies of nature ſhould be chained, and the enthu- 


iaſm of virtue die in the boſom, vhich gives it birth? 


No he does not feel thus —Reaſon, the Conſtitution 
of his country, and every inge nuous ſentiment, which 
2 diſtinguiſn the freeman from the ſlave, tell bim 

that he ought not to fee] thus. They tell him, that, 
* armed to protect his rights, it is abſurd to think 


that he loſes them—rhar, when armed- to protect his 


rights, he ſhould feel ſtrong, and not weak—that he 
| ſhould feel encreaſed energy of action, not privation 
of bodily and mental powers that he ſhould feel ex- 
panded not contracted, elevated not depreſſed, exalted, 
not degraded, proud not debaſed, bold not ſpiritleſs, 
miſed above his W ain not hook benearh . 


8 it is 0 a the anche citizen ſhould. 


utter the dictates of his reaſon, and the feelings of his 
heart. Why? It may ouerawe the government. Why 
then is he armed at all? le is the mförtune of the 
bulk of mankind that a ſmall number of knaves cajole 


them by words, impoſe on them by ſounds. Crafty 
ſelf-intereſt ſows the ſeeds of impoſture, ignorance and 


indolence are the ſoil, and an abundant harveſt of 


errors is yielded to princes and to ſtateſmen. Men 
talk and will not think. The tongue can move almoſt 


without effort, but to think requires labour, 8 ; 


from pleaſure, and the ſubjection of the paſſions. -. 


4 


7 The” ſoldier is an armed; man—the citizen is an 
armed -mag—arms are arms therefore the ſoldier is 


a citizen, and the citizen is a ſoldier. It is dangerous 
* l be nn . opinions 
7 | on 
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char the armed citizen ſhould be permitted to detate 
opinions on matter of governchent; — Probaum of 
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The ball af kia cin diſeern arms 436 red cout, 
can diſcern à ſoldier and a yeoman ſimilar iti accbutre- 
ments and figure, with the common ſhape of man, and 
the common ſtrut of ſoldier. But the bulk of mankind, 
without new illumination, cannot diſcern the true nature 
of eloil government, cannot diſtinguiſh its uſes from 
its abüſes, cann6t diſcern that the armed citizen is 
eſſential to, the ſoldier incompatible with, the perfec- 
tion of civik goverhment; that the one is the guardian 
of liberty, the other the inſtrument of oppreſſion, with 
which bad governments have at all times overawed 
the people; have robbed them of their rights, ſfiut 
them out from tlie light of ſeience and almoſt from 
the light of heuven, darkened: their habirations, and 
their minds, fleeced their bodies and blotted out their” 
intellect. The bull of mankind: cannot diſcern that 
the people ſhould overawe the government, and not 
the government, the people. Princes and ſtateſmen 
know that the bulk of mankind do not think, becauſe 
ignorant. Princes and ſtateſmen therefore endeavour” 
to keep men ignorant, that they may not think, that 
they may be hood winked, and * Zr - 
without knowledge. TER W e een ene 


— 


- What The ycomen 3 their 


opinion on politics! Armed mem eanvaſs matters" of 
government! Overawe the government! Why then 
are they armed? Is it by words chat they are to over- 
ae the government, or is it by arms? Are they armed 

a8 


x 


£ mere G or as citizens? If as mere folder 
let it be ſaid ſo-=and let them, as mere  foldiers, over- 
aue the people. If a as citizens—elex them ſopport the 
rights « of the people, and not ſuffer the. government to 
deſtroy the Cogſlitution. If they, are neither Citizens 
nor Toldiers—if they are fomerhing « diſowned both by 
liberty and by. deſporiſm—if they are, heteroclites in 


ſociety, anomalies 1 in the body palitic—ler. them lay | 
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down, their arms. —Arms, which. they. cannot. uſe. as 
folders, ; and which deprive them of. their, gh as 


citizens. | n ; 
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veraws the governhnent| Happy, = the nations 


5 


of 15 eatth, if "governments ' were overawedin ſenſe, 


in which princes and 2 85 underſta d the term. 


Happy, fo for the nations. of the n it ſoldiers. were 


a JC 


önknown, and the people armed.” We ſhou d neither 


be trodden dowa by tyranny, gor convulſed N revo- ; 


lui ian. . . 
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"The plain truth i is Hat the PET OA improptiety 50 | 


| in rmed citizens declaring their ſentimenes i in, that cha- * 
factet on political ſuhjects, ariſes from this, that all Ci- 
rens are not what ERA bose to > be —armed. Te 


. + £ 


"TL TE. 


from the weakeſt, has the moſt common of hs rea- 
| ſoniigreaſoning from the abuſe againft the uſe. But 


int this country, che conſtitution of whi 11 is ; founded o on | 


jult pritciples, ſuch reaſoning, needs « only to be ſtated in 
: ordertobe _ RY 45 
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vi a "right to e carry and to oe arms in in defente of they 
bberty, and conſequently i in defence of that conſtitution, 
which they have choſen as a meansof guaranteeing the 
enjoyment of that liberty. In this country a portiom 


of the -ople has been invited by the parliament to aſ- 
fume the actual exerciſe of that right, to arm in de- 


4 fence of | the conſtitution. Now, to affirm that theſe 


% 


men are armed in defence of the conſtitution, and may 


fight 1 in "defence of it, that they are armed and ſworn 
exprefsly for the purpoſe of defending i it, but that by 


that very act, they have renounced all right to every 
means of defending it but one, that they have a right 
t fave i it by blood, but not by words, by war, but not 
by peace, 1s ſuch miſerable, ſuch, unbluſhing nonſenſe, 
as eludes and mocks' the chaſtiſement of reaſon and of 


ridicule, Tris too billy ic be refured, and too dull to be 
hughe ene b 21 6 485-4 uw vet 987 0 

That the Leoma ente forſir the right of de 
claring his ſentiments on political ſubjects, which 7 
affect his deareſt intereſts, by having armed to defend 
theſe very intereſts, if neceſſary, by the ſword; is a 
propoſition fo plain and irrefragable, that an apology 
inay ſeem wanting tor having entered. | into ag elaborate 
deduction of ſuch an obyious ruth... It is an obvious 
truth —but' it Is. an important ode, involving, it may ö 
be, in its Practical application, | the, reſervation of 
the. Conftitution and Indepe 1 
Tt is an obvious | Tk ky} 


cenie 


and the” genial appears to * * b 


os acquieſced in. I is an ob vious rruch—bur 
be knows Hale of be hiatg heart, who, does not 
know 


Whit 


this, countr . 
192 _ denied | 


18 

| PIR the” plingſt truths will be co controverted 
by bad men, whenever it is the intereſt of bad men 
to controvert them ; and he knows little of- the human 


| underſtanding, who, does not know the facility, with 


which it ſupplies to the willing heart, the deluſions of 


falſchood, . _When a propoſition. 1 in its true ſenſe can- 


we + 


not be denied, j > fenſe. will be r ly, though. not 


„ As 
under. an 1 


x. 


| 5 As far as fix letters.of 
the, Engliſh alphabet confticute the Yeoman, he will 


£ remain; Hut, for the reſt, he is no more. In the place | 


of the citizen we find the ſoldier, the ſlave ſubſtiruted 


for the freeman... The multitude atte nds to the ſound, | 


not to the idea, and is convinced. The Yeoman view 
| his uniform and accoutremerts, Weile his W 
| and forgets ACS |; he free, „ bf 48 


Not unkrequently + too, kttuch will be Vaivitted and 
cluded It will be faid, the Yeonien certainly cannot 
forfeit the right of declaring their ſentiments on queſ- 

tions affecting their political intereſts by having armed 
0 defend theſe intereſts when invaded, but why hot 

declare their ſentiments i in the com maſs of their 
fellow citizens? Why declare their ſentirtents, as 
Yeomen ? Why ?—Becauſe they are "Yeomen. Be- 
_ cauſe by becoming ſuch they have acquired not a ne 


4 right,” but an accidental propriety a4 temporary hep 


4 feat with an e GignificanG an indivi- 
5 dual ty : as an aggregate, whereby y they ia be at once 
numbered and contradj iſtinguiſhed, among the Various 


* 


Claſſes of their fellow citizens. In every ſbelety ſuch 


NF claſſifications will ariſe from a thouſand accidental eir- 


g cumſtances. * members of the ſeyeral claſſes have 
02 certain 
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crown, bs don the bad of the 
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1675 ert . RR to all, \becaiife effengal. te 


3s Lillzchs, "bot. each. claſs will alſo have certain” 


e qualities, which inſulate, and diſtinguiſh ie” 


from thoſe Around 1 it; which, in a word, make it 4 
claſs. 'The Yebmanty of Ireland is a kind of or- | 


Porate exiſtence which, kotds! Its chatter hot ff from the 
Wen 
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15 bye oh "thr. geit queſtion: of "nal6nal indepen” 
ſence?” or annihilation, which how agitates this country, 
do we every day! hear of Reſolutions publiſhed * 'by the 
different claſſes 1 in the community ? ? Becauſt it N 


» £44 x 


| As compoſed. 14 ene all theſe dae have certain 


eſſential rights in ctüͤtnoh, and alls/cefrain adventitiqus . 
and accidental qualities, which individualize cach claſs, 
and hold it it up e tg the, nation at | large, to judge of its 


1 55 integrity, its talents, its propetry ry, its reſpectabüty, 0 or 


its meandels. For. not . only m the character of the, 
aan 19 5 of cache claſs, as individuals, as far. 5 

as that C can, | Ferst but alſo eB character of che 5 
class itlelk a m thoſe adventitious u e 8 
which make it Ks ſtin& claſs, naturally de termine in a 


a great degree. the attention due by the community to 


its opinions. "The character of individuals, as ſuch, 
can be con mparatively aſcertained” by few, while the 


character of the claſs . may be caſily known to the g 
nation. By, "means. of this -clafification, therefore, E 


not only can the ſentiments. of che people on any | 


national queſtion, be 1 * MM numbered, bur . 


k 417 
weighed. JB Eni, 51 5 5 ER. Fi: : tt F 1. Ib. a It : 2 3 0980, 
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** This it appears Hu dre man in theſe levers Gd 
as eferiial qualities and accidental qualities: The firſt 

natural, the latter ſoperinduced the one com 
mon, the other appropriate the c one permanent; the 
other mutable. When the citizen diſcharges the office 
of a GrandJuryman,” he retains all the 'eſfential rights 
of a citizen; and alſo acquires an accidental character, 
in which he with great propriety publiſhes his ſenci- 
ments on political ſubjects. The office of a Grand- 
juryman has given”hiitt an accidental name and cha- 
racter notorious to the whole community, which ſtamp 
the value of his political opinions, and gives them a cur- 
rency commenſurate with that notoriety. He paſſes 
throvgh the entire kingdom for pretty nearly what be 
is worth. Upon examination too, it will be found that 
among the various adventitious circumſtances, which 
thus form and diſcriminate the different claſſes in ſoci- 
ety; there will almoſt eonſtantly exiſt fome of ã ſtriking - 


5 political nature; wich are of principal importance in 


aſcertaining the credit due to any declaration of politi- 
cal ſentiments. Theſe political circumſtances; being 
generally intereſting, *are generally known. . So that 
. while the politicaÞcharater"of the individual himſelf - 
can, in the nature of things, be known to very few, his 
character as belonging to a claſs may be known to the 
entire body politic. If the names of the worthy gen- 
tlemen, who compoſe the Corporation of Derry, 
ſhould” appear in the newſpapers annexed to any poli- 
tical opinion; how few could poſſfibly judge of the de- 
gree of credit attached to the ſignatures of theſe re- 
ſpectable citizens ! whereas, if they publiſhed the ſame 


1 885 in 3 capacity, not only this coun- 
try, 


22 


cy, bot probably all Europe cou an 
quate idea of its importance. The political character 
of claſſes of men in general repreſents, with great faith- 
ſolneſs, the political character of the individuals, who 
compoſe them, and muſt neceſſarily be known to thou- 
 fands, who eam never hear ſo much as the names of the 

individuals themſelves, This claſſification is in ſoci 
_ ety, what general principles are in ſcience, it enables us 
to reaſon a priori, where we muſt e n i 
55 a dies HY rom wa 
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0 15 u e beef . cas & publiſh, 
jog an opinion, particularly on political ſubjects, as a 
clas. While its members, are individually unknown 

to the public and conſequently can at moſt only be 
oo Wants, by mere numeration, as a claſs it affords all 
the advantages of numeration, and many more. Itz 
members can be weighed in the balance of hh | 
I character alone Welden the: wa 1178 


A 


= octuathon decker N the variery 
ae which determine the characters, and in. 
fluence the actions of mankind, the J eprit du corps,” 
or ſpirit of Caſt, as it may be called, has commonly 
the greateſt weight of any. So that by only knowing 
the Caſt, to Which a man belongs, a more accurate 

eſtimate of his principles and oonduct can, in general, 
be formed, than if we kney every other circumſtance 
ol his condition, without knowing the fraternity, in 

which he 1 is n This 2 d * r 1s arable 
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uch Pr judging of i political ſentiments of men; it 
is, perhaps, the « on ly ly confi deration, * Which can deter- 2 
' tine the e mind in . 4 jut ob pinion! of ] 
their value. e ns 012.75 J 
; 20. 2d 10 nano 1 * efuiciziv/ 
Thee kids bas, War ah to be Conde en 
juſt principles. 401 teaſoning, and confirmed by expe- 
rience, furniſn an by; iqus and fatisfacköry reaſofi 
the Yeomanry, of Ireland may declare, ure bound in 
duty to declare, cheir ſentiments bn ſubject of national 
political « concern, in their diſtin@ive character of -of 
men. The yeomanry are a claſs in ſociety, poſk offeffing 
all the eſſential rights of. citizenſhip In common wit 
the reſt of. the ſociery, but at the Tame time diftin- 
guiſhed. by certain peculiar” qualities ſuperjnduced” by * ©, 
adventitious circpmſtances, which, render them : 1 
gbject of. diſtinct attention, capable '6f Aſtin" valu- | 
ation, and of diſtinct efficiency. . 'By | theſe ei reuth- „ ; 
ſtances they have acquired a diſtinet political exiſtence "LY | 
and character. | They have been called to the acbb 9 
21 >"! enjoyment « of a \ right the] moſt 1 "They have 
been ſymmoned by the Conffirmion 40 arm in its de. 
ſebce 1 in the hour of danger. They have qbeyed the 
ſummons. T he ke gillature has recorded their zeal and 
their ſervices. "They have been called the favidurs of 
the hand. R been exhauſted i in deſeribiog, 
their loyalty and cheir patriatiſin. Thus placed on an 
eminence, to which their countrymen naturally 166k 
up with great expectation, will it be ſaid that the 
Yromen or IXELAVD ſhould blend their yoices, 
hide their heads in the common maſs, white' grand 
Juries, while guilds, 2 while corporations appear in 
5 ; a character 
0 | 


bay 
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+ diſtinctise and app te?. Will it, be 
aid chat the ſaviours of the 2 uſt hot declare, 1 
« We have ſaved the land, and we will again fave. i, | 
if neceſſary, whether aſſailed from without or from 
within, by Buonaparte, or by Pitt?“ Will it be faid, 
that men . to geſend the Conſtitution ſhall not | 
| dgalare, . * W We haye f ſworn to. defend the Conftitunign, 
and we vil keep, our oaths 100 Will it be faid that 
men, who can with moſt effect ſpeak « out in the cauſe | 
of liberty, muſt. þ be filerit 7 Ly Fi chat the capacity or 
being uſeful neo the duty 0 ing inaftive { Will 
it be ſaid that remedy is preferable to e war 
to Peace, and that at where argument may convince,, and 
opinion awe, Tealon mult be ſhackled, and ſengiment 
repreſſed? Will i it, indeed, be faid, that the : Yuownn « or 
InzLAND, the ſworn guardians of. our civil polity, and 
who have bled i in. its defence, have by the v very act ot 
| preſerving the conftirution, torkeited the faireſt and 
: moſt uſcful-grivilege, ; hich. 1 it ſecures ; that £7 di 
ringuiſhed from. their Fler citize nuſt 
ſuffer the pains of deli inquency, inp fp the 22 of 
the patriot muſt be . rded by a an 1 to 
the ſlave f. Or ik ſuch things ſhould be faid b 'mi- | 
niſters, and heir. hit clings, by men, "who reaſon 10 
deceiye, who adviſe to betray, and who. divide to eh 
fave; by men, who would extinguiſh all the know- 
ledge, wither all the induſtry, and emaſculate all che 
manhood of the land: if by fuch, men ſuch - things 
ſhould be ſaid, will the Yzomen c OF Taz Aub ſurrender” 
their underſtandings and. their feelings, their rights, f 
their ae their e * honor, and their 7 
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ſentiments on political ſubjects, as citizens, as mem- 
bers of a ſtate; the conſtitution of which recogs 


nizes and guarantees the natural - indefeafible rights 


-0 man, be clear and indiſputable ;1 if the pro- 
priety and utility of exerciſing this right, in their 
public character of Teomen, be alſo clear and 
indiſputable; can can there be à doubt of the ſacred 


— es 


n 


of the people eminently diſtinguiſhed” from the reſt 


dy appropriate characteriſtics, which arreſt atten- 


tion, and give weight to opinion. What is che 


People? The great aggtegate of ini vi dusk united 


in ſociety for the purpoſe 5 
pineſs by a union of wills and of ſtrength, the 


ſource of all politicat authority; the final arbiter, 


on earth, of all political action. In every ſtate, 


therefore, the men, to whom the people has; through? 
the Conſtitution; committed the government, ruſt} | 
of right, obey the voice of the people. What is 


the voice of the people ? Such an expreſſion of the 
general will as leaves no doubt of its title vor 
Populi vor Dei. The will of che people is the 


 6nily earthly authority, which ean rightfully contti- 


Pen 


obligation of exerciſing'it, with zeah and with coe 
fage; on occaſions YO r Ar en 
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tuts civil governtent.— This will is abſohite; and 
independent of all human convention. Each im 
dividual in ſociety is accountable for his conduct, 
ultimately, as a moral agent, to the ſearcher of all 
hearts; immediately, to the whole community, ag 
aà member of the civil aſſociation; but the com- 
munity jeſelf, as an aggregate, is accountable: to no 
ar under: heaven. e 2 (0 


e conſtitution of a 3 . 
ne of moral right? It is the primary 
 Inſtrumentality contrived by the people for attain- 
ing the end of political aſſociation. What is the 
government? The ſecondary inſtrumentality framed 
to give effect to the firſt. In, other words, the 

Conſtitution is the rule preſcribed by the people, 
according to whigh, the Government is to act. Tha 
Sovernment is the machine itſelf in motion, the 
Conſti is ede eee eee 
be directed. In this country, for inſtance, the 
mode, by which laws are to be enacted, and — 8 
In every civil ſociety: the people poſſeſſes an un- 
doubted right, originally, to create, and ever after, 
to new model, the Conſtitution; and to depoſe and 
puniſh, according to circumſtances, the govern- 
ment. But the government cannot, poſſeſs a right 
of altering the conſtitution. The Government is 
a mere machine, to which the people has ordained 
ina an an 1 nnn 
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lb 
chat the Government can change the Conſtitution. 


It is ſpeculative tyranny, a mental uſurpation of the 


rights of the people. The Government change the 


right it never can Such an act iuſtantly diſſolves 


its own conſtitutional exiſtence, it e 
7 ſubſiſt a moment 5 0 e 


de int ey ke e 
muſt unavoidably poſſeſs various means of defeat; 


ing the ends of its inſtitution in the very powers 


neceſſary to give its inſtitution effect as bad men 


may introduce themſelves into the adminiſtration. 5 


of the Government; every Conſtitution ſhould be 
framed with a view to counteract by every poſſible 
contrivance the unavoidable -inco9aveniences of a 
body politic. - As men in power are frequently- 
weak and wicked, every Conſtitutiom Mmould be 
formed upon a calculation of human imbecility and 
corruption. The violent diſſolution of the body 
politic, is an event moſt anziouſiy co be guarded 
againſt. But as Liberty alone can Make civil ſo- 
ciety a bleſſing, as where the ſecurity of chis is not 
the great object of the Conſtitution the body pol- 


- tic had much better be diſſolved than exiſt, and 
_ as che people poſſeſſes the right of diſſolving it; 
even upon the principle of preventing the evils" 


almoſt inſeparable from political revolution, every 
means, which can be deviſed, at once ſecuring the 
. e and gun: ding againſt ys violent 

P .” . 


4 . 
L rr is, Fg na — 


the Conſtitution; In this point of view no:meang 

appear more admirably adapted to both theſe pur- 
Poſes, to the preſervation of Liberty, and the 
pte vention of Revolution, than the acknowledged 
right in the people of declaring their judgment 


diſſolution, ſhould make a part of the proviſions of 


and feelings. on matters of Government; and the 


free exerciſe of this right, From Nature the peo- 
ple poſſeſſes this right independent of a civil code, 
But happy is it when à Conſtitution is formed ex- 
preſsly recogniling this ſalutary controul over the 
454 - Happy is it where a Conſtitution 
is founded oni che baſis of Liberty, and embraces, 


in its - proviſions, every ſubſidiary means of ſeeur- 


g ee permanence, _ OI 
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is the CUnmtitution, which invites and commands 


the people of this country, to raiſe the voice, in 


order to prevent the neceflity of raiſing the arm in 


its defence. To defend that Conſtitution / which 
the people has choſen as the inſtrument: of happi- 
neſs, if neceſſary,” by force, is 
pooſed on us by Nature, and kept conſtantly in 
view by the Conſtitution itſelf, which by arming 
the people, reminds them of the duty. But it is 
prior duty to defend the Conſtitution by the way 
of peace rather than by the ſword, and this duty 
does the ſame Conſtitution amciouſſy inculcato in the 
various * 2 which it provides for the free 


_ * 


expreſſion 


is a ſacred duty im- 


29 
— of the public will. Tron or Inz- 
LAND; do you not feel 'theſe- united. obligations ? 
When the Conſtitution ſummons you to its defence, 


by every principle of reaſon, of intereſt, eb | 
15 100 ann, 


That Wee ke 3 might eri 
| {ou the viciſſitude of human affairs, the experience 
of mankind forbids us to doubt. If, for inſtance, 
a time ſhould arrive when a part of the government 
of this country, forgetting the tight by which - the 
ereated, forgerting that it exiſts by the people, and 
for their uſe; ſhould attempt the ſubverſion of the 
conſti tution, to which the government itſelf is but 
miniſterial, while both are but miniſterial to the 
happineſs of the people, and while both can by the 
people alone be rightfully deſtroyed if it ſnould 
attempt this ſubverſion by: means the. uoſt diabali. 
fouds among the people in order to make the ani- 
moſity of -eqntending. ſects ſubſervient to a remote 
and deep- laid ſcheme: of common ſubjugation—if 
it ſnould, with the ſame infernal policy, inſtigate a 
ſtarved and tortured peaſantry $0 rebellion againſt 
- the ſtate, in order at once to terrify the titled and 
the rich, and to have a pretencę for thining the 


Ex Population of the land—If, in quelling that rebel- 


Ron, it ſhould exerciſe cruelties unparalleled in the 
- annals of fanaticiſm—if it ſhould make the gentry 
of the country inſtruments. of torture, in order to 
1778 e fix 


80 
Ex in the mind of the poor a — 
cour againſt the higher ranks in ſociety-—if it 

| ſhould afterwards hold out. to the mangled peaſiv-, 
try, a hollow and treacherous peace, to conceal, un- 

der the maſk of merey, the demon of perdition—, 

i it ſhould by every inſidious artifice, by .addrel-. 
ſing irſelf to pride, avatice, and fear, to all the ma- 
lignant. and all the ſordid paſſions of the human 
breaſt, goad on the parliament to the enacting of - 
ſanguinary laws, in order to excite the terror and ab- 
horrence of the people, that feeling the exiſtence of a 
the parliament a curſe, the people might ſeek relief | 

in its annihilation—if it ſhould with unequaled in- 
folence and effrontery, publiſh and boaſt of itg 
erimes, and unfeelingly urge them as arguments 
for deſtroying the conſtitution—if, finding all theſe 
means unſacceſsful, its deteſtable arts expoſed and 
defeated, one portion of the people reſtored from 

| Ganaticiſm to the empire of reaſon and humanity, 
the reſt willing to forget the inſtruments in the inſti- 
gators of their ſufferings, if finding-3telf thus baf- |» 
fled it ſhould change its method of attack, if it 
ſhould aſſail the Conſtitution by Parliament, and 
the Parliament by Corruption—if this corruption 
ſhould become unmeaſured, open, and avowed 
i this corruption ſhould ſucceed, and the Parlia- 
ment ſhould be ready to deſtroy the Conftitution— 

if nothing could arreſt this moſt impudent and in- 

famous traffic of the rights, independence, and 

glory of the land, but the united voices of the peo- 
ple, the univerſal proteſt of the nation againſt the | 
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act of its eternal fbjedtion—if nothing but 644 
or a revolution, could reſcue Ireland from the 
grave—if your countrymen feeling the inevitable „ 
alternative, ſhould wiſely refolve to try firſt te 
way of peace, and endeavour to appal by the public 
volce, this vile portion of the Government thus 
wickedly and arrogantly affailing the Conſtitution. 
If fach a time as this ſhould arrive—Y£0MEN or 
lara, could you be ſilent? | . 
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